Effect of serotonin 1A agonist tandospirone on depression symptoms in senile patients with dementia.
The treatment of depression in senile patients with dementia is difficult with the drugs used formerly. The effects of a new anxiolytic drug, tandospirone, were investigated on depression symptoms in nine senile patients with dementia using Hamilton Depression Rating Scale (HAM-D) items. Tandospirone improved the symptoms, especially the depressive mood, agitation and anxiety, although a slight gastrointestinal symptom was found in one patient. The findings in the present study may suggest that tandospirone is a useful and comparatively safe drug for depression symptoms in senile patients with dementia.